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Brendan’s research focuses on person-centredness with a particular focus on the development 

of person-centred cultures, practices and processes.  He has engaged in this work at all levels 

from theory development to implementation science and through to instrument design, testing 

and evaluation.  He is methodologically diverse, but is most at home in participatory/action 

research.  Whilst he has a particular expertise in gerontology and dementia practices, his 

work has spanned all specialities and is multi-professional. He also has a particular focus on 

the use of arts and creativity in healthcare research and development.  Brendan has more than 

600 published outputs, including 240 peer-reviewed publications in international journals and 

12 books.  He was the founding editor of “International Journal of Older People Nursing” 

and is currently ‘Editor Emeritus’ of the journal.  Brendan is a Fellow of The European 

Academy of Nursing Science, Fellow of the Royal College of Nursing, Fellow of the Royal 

College of Surgeons in Ireland and Fellow of the American Academy of Nursing. In 2014 he 

was awarded the ‘International Nurse Researcher Hall of Fame’ by Sigma Theta Tau 

International and listed in the Thomson Reuters 3000 most influential researchers globally.  

In 2015 he was recognized as an ‘Inspirational Nursing Leader’ by Nursing Times (UK 

nursing magazine) and in 2019 was listed in the New Year ‘Top 100 outstanding nurses’ by 

the Twitter Group #wenurses. Most recently, Brendan was featured in the Wiley Publishers 

‘Inspiring Minds’ short films series https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=13c5C-tbcT4 In 2022 

Brendan was selected as a member of The Academia Europaea. 

 

 

 

  

Evonne Miller, Professor of Design Psychology and Director of 

the QUT Design Lab, at Queensland University of Technology 

in Brisbane, Australia.  

 

Evonne’s research centres on design for health and aged care, and 

she is a passionate advocate for participatory co-design and creative 

arts-based research, using research poetry, participatory 

photography, interactive art, digital storytelling, drawing, animations, and drama to amplify 

the voices of older people (especially aged care residents) and engage policy makers, service 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=13c5C-tbcT4


providers, and the public in an inclusive conversation about ageing. Evonne is also co-

Director of HEAL, the Queensland Health funded Healthcare Excellence AcceLerator, which 

is putting designers into hospitals across the state to positively transform healthcare.  

 

Evonne has over $4M in competitive research grants, 100+ academic publications in ageing, 

health, arts and design innovation, and is a Fellow of the Australian Association of 

Gerontology. She brings a collaborative, pragmatic, and interdisciplinary approach to 

problem solving, and is an experienced and dynamic presenter, project manager, and 

workshop facilitator, able to engage, influence and inspire. Evonne has led projects and 

workshops on pathways to virtual, connected and integrated care, planning for the pandemic, 

reducing procedural pain, informal caregiving, redesigning aged care and palliative care, as 

well as participatory research methods of Photovoice and Poetic Inquiry - with her work 

driving change across all levels of organisations. Her most recent monograph book, Creative 

Arts-Based Research in Aged Care: Photovoice, Photography and Poetry in Action 

(Routledge, 2021) uses creative arts to explore entering, living, and dying in aged care.   

 

 

 

 

John Parsons, Associate Professor, School of Nursing, Faculty of 

Medical and Health Sciences, and Exercise Sciences, Faculty of 

Science, University of Auckland. 

 

John Parsons is a physiotherapist and an Associate Professor at the 

University of Auckland. He is  recognised for his expertise in providing 

rehabilitation and physiotherapy input into the design and implementation of interdisciplinary 

research focusing on older people or those with long term conditions. He has been an 

investigator on grants in excess of NZ$14 million in research and has 70 peer-reviewed 

articles, books, book chapters, commissioned reports and creative works. John co-leads the 

research theme on Ageing, disability and rehabilitation in the School of Nursing.  

 

 

 

 

Dr Richard Keith Wright, Senior Lecturer, 

Department of Sport Leadership and Management and 

the Programme Leader of the School of Sport and 

Recreation's Graduate Diploma and Graduate 

Certificate in Sport and Exercise, Auckland University 

of Technology. 

 

Dr Richard Keith Wright is a sport-obsessed serious leisure 

sociologist who engages, informs, empowers and inspires 

others through the construction and consumption of Creative 



Analytical Practice. He is the Programme Leader of AUT’s 

Graduate Diploma/Certificate in Sport and Exercise.  

 

He is a member of the Sports Performance Research Institute New Zealand (SPRINZ), and 

sits on the steering committees of the AUT Centre of Active Ageing (ACAA) and the 

Australia and New Zealand Association of Leisure Studies (ANZALS). Dr Wright is the 

Secretary of the Auckland Sunday Football Association and the Chair of the Sporting 

Memories Foundation Aotearoa New Zealand. 

 

Kia kaha, kia manaaki, kia haumaru  

(be strong, be kind, be safe) 

 

 

 

Peter O’Connor, Professor Curriculum and Pedagogy, Faculty of 

Education and Social Work, Director - Centre for Arts and 

Social Transformation, University of Auckland 

Peter O’Connor is the Director of the Centre for Arts and Social 

Transformation, The Centre researches on the possibilities for the 

arts to create more socially just and equitable worlds. He is an 

internationally recognised expert in making and researching 

applied theatre and drama education. He has made theatre in prisons, psychiatric 

hospitals, earthquake zones and with the homeless. His work in Christchurch schools 

following the series of earthquakes led to UNESCO funded research and programme 

development and the development of the Teaspoon of Light Theatre Company which 

then worked in Mexico City after major earthquakes in 2017. Peter's most recent 

research includes multi and interdisciplinary studies on the creative pedagogies and the 

arts, the nature of embodied learning and the pedagogy of surprise. In 2019 the play he 

directed with the Hobson Street Theatre Company, New Zealand's only theatre company 

for people who are or have been homeless, won the Arts Access Creative New Zealand 

Community Arts Award. He continued his theatre making with the homeless at the 

Museum of Contemporary Art in Los Angeles in conjunction with the Skid Row Housing 

Trust. In 2020 He was presented with the President's Award by Drama New Zealand for 

his lifelong contribution to Drama education and social justice. He led the development 

of Te Rito Toi, an on line resource to support the return to schools during COVID 19 by 

using an arts and wellbeing approach. Used in 120 countries around the world, the site 

had over 280,000 page views in its first month of use. He leads the University of 

Auckland team working alongside the Sir John Kirwan Foundation on a mental health 

education approach for Primary schools. 

 

  



 

Dr Moema Gregorzewski, Research Fellow, Faculty of Education 

and Social Work, Centre for Arts and Social Transformation, 

New Zealand 

 

Dr Moema Gregorzewski recently completed her PhD creating and 

researching theatre to counter the rise of new nationalisms in Germany 

and has led research into the use of the arts in mental health education 

alongside the Sir John Kirwan Foundation 


